Harassment Case

General Information

Amy works in a large and reputable multi-national firm in the heart of the Central Business District.

Since leaving school at the age of 18 years old, Amy was lucky enough to be introduced to the firm that she is currently working. As the economy at the time was rather bleak and for someone with no experience, it was a true blessing to be employed.  For this Amy is grateful.

Amy started at the bottom of the company by working as a receptionist and 5 years later became the Personal Assistant to the Regional Marketing and Promotion Director.

Recently the company was restructured and the previous Director which Amy enjoyed working with, was recalled back to Europe and was promoted to Head the Strategic Alliance of the company’s sister organization in Milan, Italy.

Before leaving to work in Italy, Christina, her previous boss warned her that her new boss Rocherto was a real womanizer and was influential in the firm, as his uncle Carlos is the Chairman and owner of the entire organization.

Amy was aware who Carlos was but for Rocherto, this is the first time she had heard of him.

Nevertheless when Rocherto arrived on 8 January 2011 to take over, Amy was really taken back, as her now boss was really gorgeous and knowledgeable in the business.

She could not get over his Italian accent, as Amy always had a thing for Italian men, as she thinks they are the most romantic persons in the world.

It was not before long, Rocherto charms influenced Amy’s day-to-day work.  She would arrive to work early and prepare all the necessary documentation and ensure that Rocherto was aware of every single thing that occurred in the office.  Her motivation was above the call of duty.

Rocherto was aware that Amy had worked really hard to ensure that his transition into the company was as smooth as possible.  Rocherto send Christina an email praising Amy, and Christina replied as follow:-

Email – attachment















28 January 2011

Dear Rocherto,

Thank you for your kind note and I hope you are well settled in your new environment.  Work is great and I am learning Italian and hope to be able to talk to you when we next meet in Paris at the end of March.

I am glad that Amy is a true asset to you.  I had always found her to be most helpful and supportive.

Nevertheless I am surprise that she spends the time she does, may be you are a good motivator.  Does her boyfriend not mind?  Have you had a chance to see her boyfriend?  He is currently studying to become a doctor at the University of Hong Kong.  A smart, bright and charming man.

Both of them are made for each other.

By the way, do you have any information on the current status of Complex Ltd.?  As they had promised to ship the rejected handbags and accessories to the factory for inspection.

Please do advise me if you have details.

Have a pleasant holiday.

Kung Hey Fat Choy!

As ever,

Christina

Amy is in a sense obsessed with Rocherto and recently at a company function, she managed to get Rocherto drunk and they both landed in Rocherto’s flat.

Rocherto was totally taken back and could not believe, he had done such a thing.  In fact it became difficult for him to work with Amy again.

Although Amy was instrumental in organizing the whole thing, she sensed that Rocherto is trying very hard to avoid her where possible.

It has gotten to the stage that Rocherto is asking the Personnel Department to find him another Personal Assistant, of which a close friend at the Department informed Amy privately.

Amy realizing this was totally upset and began to question Rocherto, on the matter.  But Rocherto, was furious and began shouting at Amy in front of other colleagues in the company.

With such turmoil, Amy fainted on the spot and was rushed to Queen Mary hospital, of which she was discharged the next day.

Since then, Amy has received two warning letters from the company for her absence from work without good reasons.  But she feels that the company is using this tactic to hide the fact that Rocherto had taken advantage of her.

She was in the processing of seeking help from the Equal Opportunities Commission when she realized that the Chairman Carlos will be in town and she secretly managed to make herself noticeable to him by actually waiting for him to return to his hotel in the evening.

She really put on a show that made Carlos think very seriously and was assured that a meeting will be called the next day where Rocherto will be asked to explain what had happened.

The day came and Rocherto was totally taken back and could not believe that Amy had managed to convince Uncle Carlos of her innocence and that he was the culprit.

With such emotions, Rocherto could not take it any more and walked out of the room.

Amy told Carlos that if matters were not resolved quickly she will have no choice but to report the matter to the authorities.

Carlos at the time could only think of the consequences and he has the impression at the back of his mind that his nephew could end up being in prison, as he had heard of incidents where minor crimes resulted in such fate.

When he returned to the hotel, he happened to glance at the South China Evening Post and noticed that Hong Kong has instigated some form of mediation, of which he became accustomed to, when he had disputes with English clients.  Under English Civil Procedure Rules of the United Kingdom, mediation is encouraged prior to litigation.

On this note, he could not help himself and continuously tried to get hold of Rocherto by phone, finally he managed to track him down and convinced Rocherto to agree to give mediation a try.

Carlos phoned Amy and explained to her the process of Mediation and the benefits but she was not convinced and suggested that if Rocherto wants it then he needs to let her know.

Carlos using his negotiation skills manages to get Rocherto to call Amy and both have decided to give mediation a shot.

Carlos called the Mediation Centre and Mr. Herbert Lam was appointed as Mediator to  hear the Case.

Amy

Confidential Information

Amy is bored with her current boyfriend, as he is no fun any more and only cares about studying for his medical examinations at Hong Kong University.  She is on the verge of breaking off her relationship with him, but has not had the chance to do so.

She was desperate to add some spice in her life and wanted some excitement, henceforth Rocherto, came at the right time.  She admires European men and enjoys the life style they adopt i.e. laid back and relaxed.

She has the feelings that she cannot wait to get to work each day. Her current boss in her mind is really generous, kind, smart and not to mention drop dead handsome.

She continuously flirts with her Boss daily and he just seems to like it and does not complain at all.

In a survey by the ABC Family Service as quoted in the South China Evening Post on Tuesday 30 January 2011, it was found that “almost half of extramarital affairs start in the workplace”.  After reading this Amy feels excited and could not believe that this is a trend and she is involved in some way or form. It is like a thrill to her and she cannot wait to see how things plan out.

She could not care less if she lost her job but would be extremely annoyed if Rocherto decides that there has been nothing between them.

She is ignorant of the law and feels that this should not be an issue in her case.

She is aware that she created the atmosphere to trap Rocherto but will not admit it openly to anyone.

She does not want the incident to be public and definitely does not want her family to know about it, as her mother is critically ill in hospital at this moment in time and if she knew, things could turn sour.

She is not ashamed of what she did.  She believes that Rocherto does love her deeply and they were made of each other.

She has that attitude that if you really want something, you should go out of your way to grasp it. Things do not land on one’s lap accidentally. There is no guarding angel who guides you in the right path. You just need to take things and run with it.

Rocherto

Confidential Information

Rocherto is really angry and is very rude to anyone who approaches him.

Rocherto is totally annoyed with Amy and could not believe his eyes that this kind, sweet and innocent person, Amy could do such a thing like this or was it his fault?

He could not remember what happened that night, but knows that something must have happened between him and Amy. As he woke up the next morning with Amy beside him in his bed.

In a sense he feels guilty and wants the whole thing to go away as though it never happened. He definitely does not want the matter to be discussed openly as it would affect his image.

He has a dark secret that he has been keeping private since his days at University.  He is in fact a homosexual and prefers the company of men.

If only his close friends knew that he had a fling with Amy, then he could be ruined and his double life will become public news. Not to mention his relationship with Robert, his American Romeo, who he has been seeing for the last six years. He dare not think about this and hope to God that Robert does not find out.

Especially when one of Hong Kong’s most notorious sexual harassment cases was made public when a former IBM employee, Mr. Ray Chen claimed his boss Ms. Tamara Rus had sexually harassed him.

Rocherto feels that eventually his case will be made known to all. He believes that time is not on his side and his luck is surely running out. Contrary to what his fortuneteller told him that he will have a healthy, happy and prosperous year.

He feels that the only way to resolve this issue is to commit suicide or else to kill Amy, but these are not options, they are just spur of the moment thoughts.

He will not admit openly that he is gay and that the incident with Amy occurred. He just wants to replace Amy on the basis that she does not perform to his expected standards.

Rocherto will not agree to take back Amy and prefers to have another Personal Assistant to assist him and prefers it to be male, where possible, in order to prevent this from happening again.

He really wants Amy to disappear and does not want to see her again.
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